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FOR THE MAGAZINE. 
enw 
66 Behold the rising lilly’s snowy grace, 
Nehold the various vegetable race ? 
They neither toil nor spin, but careless grow 5 
Yet see how deep they blush, how warm they glow, 
What regal vestments can with them cfmpare, 
What king so shining, or what queen eo fair.” 
THOMPSON. 
Let the person, whosoever he may be, if any euch 
flere are, who disbelieves the existence of a supreme 
niclligence, take a walk into the fields in the morning 
in the beautiful months of May or June; and let his 
Crest butiness be to attend to the instructive and admoni- 
tory lessons which the various families of yonder FLow- 
Sasand VEGHTARLES are reading to him; iessons which 
{le most penetrating genius can but meauly compre- 
hend. Let his next business be to contemplate the 
wARTH bringing forth her richest, golden treasures, for 
man and beast, through the attractive influence of the 
un; thet earth on which he stands, and which is like- 
sive assigned him for a dwelling. Let him view the 
GRASS, rising spontaneously from the earth, and spread- 
og under him as a epacious carpet, woven with silken 
‘threads of green, and damasked with flowers of every 
which but yesterday as it were, was in “* icy fet- 
d.” Let-him view the.scn, that great inex- 
austable source of light, heat and comfort, without 
\4 whose presence an uniVersal gloom would ensue ; whose 
Jluence softens the earth and meskes all nature to re- 
:@. Let 
him view that grand and majestic ETHEREAL Bow in 
t'.. cloud, which ** encompasseth the heavens about 
> whose beauties flush the firma- 


hues 


arg houn 


~*~ 


It is the monarch of all created nature. 


with a glorious circle ;’ 
" tucnt, and delights every gaaing spectator, and whose 
Let 
Lim, at the return of evening, view the moon, that 


vivid streaks sweetly rise, or swiftly fade away. 
cucen of night, wh walkest among the host of stars, 
aud in her lucid appearance is superior to them all; 
who, when the king of day retires to visit and to bless 
other realms, cohtinues 

ee ee ee eee The wond’rous tale, 

And, nightly, to the list’ning earth, 

Repeats the story of her birth.” 

Let hin? } say, view and contemplate these sure evi- 


vera an infinite number of other works in creation, and 
Jet him ask himself the question, — are these mere for- 
futious circumstances, the effects of mere chance? or 


maker and governor is God ??—and he will be ready to 
acknowledge that the forwer pert of his question falls 
tn the negative; for says he,—* | behold iu’ them evi- 


a d 


dences conclusively an irresistably convincing, that 


around me, could not appear with such order and regu- 
Jarity in their appointed season.’ And in rapturous 
strains he would break forth, in the language of poetic 
Thompson :— 


eee NIG, 9s —— 


** These, as they change, Almighty Father, these, 
Are but the varied God. 
Is full of thee. 
Thy beauty walks, thy tenderness and love 
Wide flush the fields ; ” 

** Nature, attend ! join ev’ry Jiving soul, 
Pencath the spacious temple of the sky, 


The rolling year 
‘ it i 2 } af si pita ri 
Forth in the pleasing 5] ring 


a MN 





ee 


In adoration jcin! and ardent, raise 
One general song ! - 


ee ce eee Dut I Jose 


Myself in nim, in light ineffable ! 
Come then, expressive stlence, muse Liz praise.” 


Ae the person is now supposed to have emerged from 





dences of adivine author, together with a thousand, | 


are they under the controul of pivink LAws, whose | 


without wisdom and design, the objects above and! 


[received a ray of light to see that God governs and 
| controls all things, let him adopt the borrowed language 
of an author in his reflections on a flower garden, and 
inquire, **** * * * * What were all the realms of the 
world, but adungeon of darkness, without the beams 
of the sun! All their fine scenes hid from our view ; 
In vain we roll around our eyes in 

In vain we strive to behold the 
features of amiable nature. Turn whither we will, no 
form or comeliness appears. All seems a dreary waste, 
an undistinguished chaos, till the returning hours have 
unbarred the gates of light, and let forth the morn.— 
Then what a prospect opens! The heavens are paved 
with azure, and strewed with roses. A variety of the 

The flowers put on 
The whole creation 
stands forth dressed in all the charms of beauty. The 
ravished eye looks round and wonders. * * * * © With- 


lost in obscurity. 
the midnight gloom. 


liveliest verdures array the plains. 
a glow of the richest colours. 


out that grand enlivening principle, what were this 
earth but a lifeless inass! a rude lump of inactive mat- 
ter? The trecs could never break forth into leaves, 
nor the plants spring up into fowers. We should no 
more behold the meacows mantied over with green, 
nor the vallies standing thick with corn. + *4* t The 
sun darts his beams among all the vegetable tribes, and 
paints the spring, and enriohes the autumn. This pierces 
to the roots of the vineyard and the orchard; and sets 
afloat those fermenting juices, which at length burst 
into foods of wine, or bend the boughs with a mellow 
load. Nor are its favours conferred to the upper re- 
gions ; but distributed unto the decpest recesses of crea- 
It penetrates the bed of metal, and finds its way 
It tinctures the seeds of 





tion. 
to the place of the sapphires. 
gold, that are ripening into ore; and throws a bril- 
liancy into the water of the diamond, that is hardening 
on its rock. [na short, the beneficial agency of this 
magnificent luminary is inexpressible. It beaulifies and 
impregnales universal nature. There is nothing hid 
from the heat thereof. + * + + + +” 

And in my turn Jet me inquire—and what were all 
| these but a “ lifeless mass,” if there was not a ** grand 
enlivening principle,” an Almighty Power, to govern, 
and order, and direct them in their sphere of action ? 

And what were human nature, bot a *‘rude lump of 
|inactive matter,” if there was no Sun of Righteousness, 
| whose enlivening power is greater, far greater than the 





}matural sun? 
| confusion; Jet us then, with profound admiration— 
** Lock through nature up to-natnure’s God,” 
-and adore him for his wonderful goodness to the child- 
iren of men, in his works, both in nature and grace. 
Having dictated the mind to the contemplation of 
| some of the beauties in the great volume of nature, | 
now proceed to view them spiritually, and to compare 
them with what is to be found, in substance, in the vol- 
‘ume of inspiration. 
Hast thou observed the moon, in her different stages 
—in her incresse, her full, her decline, and in her elip- 





jtic state? Remember she is figurative ef the Caurth, 


for the whole collected humanity, travelling through the 


t ° ’ ° 
| Wilderness of error and slavery, at times obscured and, 





Alas, they were tiothing but a chaos of , 


—s 


but dimly seen ; but the time is near at hand, and now 
is, when she is tocome up * leaning upon her belayed”’ 
—leaning upon Christ, who is her “ staff of promise.” 
Remember also, that as her light, so the light of the 
church, is promised to be increased seven-fold as the 
light of the sun. ‘* Moreover the light of the moon 


: ayn | Shall be as the light of the sun, and the light of the sun 
his dark and gloomy sentiments o@uuhelief, and to have | 


shall be seven-fold, as the light of seven days, in the 
day that the Lord bindeth up the breach of his people, 
and healeth the stroke of their wound,””—Isa. xxx. 2¢. 
She may also be looked upon as a representation of the 
spread of the gospel. In her first stages we can dis- 
cer but a small portion of light, while at the same 
time her whole circle is visibly seen, but the light pro- 
gresses and finally reaches.its utmost bounds. So as 
yet but a small part of the habitable globe experiences 
the divine light; but, through an eye of faith, as in the 
moon, we can see the whole circle of the universe filled 
with the true light and knowledge of God, though dark- 
ness now covers a great portion of the earth, 


Hast thou observed the Ethereal Bow, which at times 
is scen in the cloud? It is enblematic. Remember it 
was there set in ancient time in token as a divine pro- 
mise, made to Noah and every living creature; a cov- 
enant made for after ages, that the world should no 
more be destroyed by a flood. ‘* And God said, this is 
the token of the covenant which I make between me 
and you, and every living creature that is with you, for 
perpetual generations : | do set my bow in the cloud, 
and it shall be for a token of a covenant between me 
and the earth.—And the bow shal! be in the cloud; and 
I will Jook upon it, that I may remember the everlast- 
ing covenant between God and every living creature of 
all flesh that is upon the earth,’ Gen, ix. 12, 13, 16. 
** Look upon the rainbow, and praise him that made it; 
very beautiful it is in the brightness thereof—and the 
hands of the Most Iligh have bended it.” Remember it is 
also emblamatic of the glory which encircles the head 
of Christ, who is called the “*‘ messenger of the cove- 
nant,’? God’s messenger of love to man: 


** Round his head the rainbow beaming, 
Peaceful sign of sin forgiv’n.” 


Hast thou observed the Sun, rising and illuminating 
/the east with -his radiance; gilding the western hills 
with his splendors ; cherishing the cold regions of the 
north with his genial rays; while the more southern 
fields glow with his fire; is it not universal? Remem- 


| ber then it is emblamatic of Christ, who is called the 


‘* Sun of Righteousness,” whose influence is thus diffu- 
sive, and thus uncenfined ; who, (to use the language 
of Mr. Hervey,) “* arising with potent and triumphant 
beams, dissipates the intervening cloud; opens a pros- 
pect more beautiful than the blossoms of spring, more 
cheering than the treasures of autumn; and far more 
enlarged than the extent of the visible system: which, 
having led the eye of the mind through fields of grace, 
over ‘rivers of righteousness, and hills crowned with’ 
knowledge, terminates, at length, in the heaven; sweet- 
ly losing itself in the regions of infinite bliss and end- 
less glory.”+++*#May thy gospel, ** San of Righte- 
ousness,” thy everlasting gospel, ere long, take the 
wings of the morning, and journey as with yonder nat- 
ural suu; may it soon waft its way into every spiritual- 
ly dark corner, among every nation, and people, that 
where the heat scorches, and the cold freezes, and 
where idolatry in every shape is now the predominant 
principle, thou mayest be known, confessed and ador- 
ed! that all those who are now strangers to thy blessed 
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name, and enemies to thy purifying doctrine, may see 
and know the truth—even the universality of salvation. 
May the period soon advance, long foretold by ancient 
prophets, when ‘all the ends of the world shall re- 
spernber and turn unto the Lord; and al] the kindreds 
of the nations shall worship before thee,” Ps. xxii. 27. 

Hast thou viewed the Grass and the Flowers of the 
field? Remember they are emblematic of the rise, pro- 
gress, and fall of man and his earthly glory ; but there 
is a glory in reserve for all flesh, **‘ which eye hath mot 
seen, nor ear heard, neither hath it entered into the 
thoughts of man to conceive ;*’—a glory, which far sur- 
passes the utmost bounds of imagination. A prophetic 
writer says—‘* And the glory of the Lord shall be re+ 
vealed, and all flesh shall see it together: for the mouth 
of the Lord hath spokenit. The voicesaidery. And 
he said, what shall Icry ? All flesh is grass, and the 
goodliness thereof is as the flower of the field; the 
grass withereth, the flower fadeth; because the spirit 
of the Lord bloweth upon it: surely the people is grass. 
The grass withereth, the flower fadeth, but the word of 
our God shall stand forever,” Isa. xi. 5—8. Atd an 
apostolic writer says—‘* For all flesh ¢s as grass, and all 
the glory of man as the flower of grass: The grass with- 
ereth, and the flower thereof falleth away; but the 
word of the Lord endureth forever. And this is the 
word which by the gospel is preached unto you,” I Pe- 
ter i. 24,25. The doctrine of elernal life and salva- 
tion make knowaj in and through Christ Jesus, for the 
whole race of man, as anciently published by the pro- 
phets and apostles, and as now promulgated in opposi- 
tion to the partial doctrines of the day, is as a foretaste 
of that “*Grornx” which is hereafrer to be revealed to 
all flesh : Itis ** the word of the Lord” which endureth, 
when all terrestrial flowers, or earthly enjoymentz, shall 
have passed away. 

Hast thou viewed the Earth and the Vegetables 2— 
Remember But I have already occupied too much 
of the ground; I will therefore retreat, and let some 
more able champion advance and take the field, whose 
banner shall be inscribed with the motto—*: Fear not; 
for behold I bring you good tidings of great joy, which 
shall be unto all people ;’—one who will lift up his 
voice asa trumpet and proclaim :— 

eee ee eee ee FOr man 
The combat was begun— 
For man °twas finish’>d— tis eomplete-— 
For man the battle’s won.” 
LAY PREACHER. 
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CHRISTIAN CHARITY. 


Mr. Eviron,—Purposing for consideration a subject 
ef great importance, I cannot at present discuss it but 
in small extent; yet shall take it up again in future, 
as | have abundance of material from which to draw 
my proofe. 

‘* Give me the man, whose liberal mind 
Means general good to all mankind ; 
Who, when his foe, by fortune’s wound, 
Falls, tumbling headlong to the ground, 
Can meet bim with a warm embrace, 
And wipe the tears from off his face.” 

Christian charity and mutual forgiveness are more 
frequently preached than practised, and this will con- 
tinne to be the case, while those who advocate con- 
ciliation by word, encourage eumity by deed. Had 
Christ taught bis disciples to treat their enemies with 
kindness, and wrought miracles to destroy his ewn, he 
never could have gained any controul over their feel- 
ings, or he would have been a grand bandit, and the 
leader of a company of cut throats. But people of the 
present day preach forbearance and practise cruelty as 
systematically under the christian name, as though Jesus 
came into the world to exhibit the most perfect inconsis- 
gency. You will bear a sermon from one of these min- 





UNIVERSALIST MAGAZINE. 





isters, who are full of fair seeming, ond suppose from 
the charitableness of his discourse that he is in earnest 
endeavouring to inculcate the benevolence of God ; 
but you meet him in the broad world, the mask falls, 
and you see the man. Ido not wonder at the immor- 
ality of the times, when the youth are constantly see- 
ing that the good doctrines which are delivered with 
commendable zeal and pathos, have no influence on the 
lives of the leachers, but are daily counteracted by their 
heedlessness, yes, their open impiety, The minister 
will tel] you on the sabbath that you must forgive all 
your enemies, not with your lips only, but with your 
heart, and on Monday he will quarrel with one of his 
church in a little matter of interest, refuse to acknowl]- 
edge his error, or make the least concession, and con- 
tinue obstinate in his anger, till the brethren, or the as- 
sociation interpose, and effect a compromise. Yet 
these are the good ministers to whom the youth are 
looking for instruction and example, these are the men, 
who are teaching the religion of Jesus and walking on 
the road to Zion ! can any one see this and be silent? 
I solemnly declare if any one sees this, and does not 
protest against it, he is a traitor to God. Had Christ’s 
apostles and the early christians conducted in this man- 
ner, | should have no more faith in the gospel history, 
than I now have in the Shaster. And could infidels 
adduce such instances of outrageous and daring wick- 
edness in Christ, or any of his immediate followers, as 
can be proved against some of the boldest professors 


and preachers of his religion’in the present day, chris-: 
tianity would be no better established than Islamism, | 


nor its ordinances more pure than those of Juggernaut. 
No man can more highly esteem, more sincerely revere 


an honest, upright christian preacher than 1; but it! 


must be when his example is his best, because his most 
effectual instruction. 

‘* | yenerate the man, whose heart is warm, 

Who hands are pure whose doctrine and whose life 

Coincident, exhibit lucid proof 

That he is honest in the sacred cause. 

To such I rendes more than mere respect, 

Whose actions say that they respect themselves,” 

Without charity, the christian profession is no better 

than Druidism, for it operates no beneficial change in 
the heart, but makes the man a haughty hypocrite, 
but little disposed to forgive his friends, but determined 
to crush his foes. When teachers are full of sectcrian 
zeal, unwilling to associate with any that do not be- 
long to their class, and continually enjoining like re- 
serve in their hearers, what may we expect? that the 
partition walls will be strengthened. Such teachers 
are no better calculated to disseminate pure and unde- 
filed religion than Elymas the sorcerer, being coastant- 
ly employed in promoting discord and sowing the seeds 
of animosity. Bigoted and self-sufficient, they are de- 
termined not to learn of others, and too ignorant to im- 
part clear and intelligible information to those who hon- 
estly inquire. 

From such apostles, O thou God of grace 

Preserve the church. HERMES, 
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“ J bear them record, that they have a seal of God ; but 
not according to knowlede,’? Rom. x. 2. 

Ir is certainly a truth, to which daily experience 
gives evidence, that the doctrine of God’s universal, 
impartial and unchangeable goodness, is rapidly gainiag 
ascendancy over all others. Its opposers, in their zeal 
to defend their own systems, are crying, (their energy 
increasing with the increase of trath,) that all true reli- 
gion is coming to nought ; and yet it is an acknowledged 
fact, that people were never more anxious to hear the 
truih preached, than they are at the present day. 

The rapid progress of the doctrine of Universal Sal- 
vation has called into exercise aj! the powers of its op- 
posers, who are using their infaence to the utmecst of 


'sneak in the church,” 1 Cor. siv. 34, 35. 








their ability, to keep alive the remnants of superstition 
and bigotry. What could not be done by men, they 
have endeavoured to by women; every means which 
lay in their power they have kept in action, to carry om 
their work of proselyting the people. An instance ci 
this has lately transpired, in the town of Milford, Mase. 
Since the meeting-house for the Universalists was there 
built, ard since they have obtained stated preaching 
there, the tongue of slander and al] the fury of angry 
priests have been put in motion to stop the progression 
of the doctrine. Calvinists and Methodiste have re- 
doubled their exertions ; and endeavoured, in a Ccegree, 
combining their efforts, to lay the hopes of the Univer 
salists in the duet. A Mrs. T ,* and one of the it- 
inerent preachers of the Methodist order, have Istely 





made a visit to the place; who, with two others, who 
usually stay here, formed a powerful phalanx of oppo- 
jsition, Mectmg after meeting was held, and cursc 
after curse fulminated upon the heads of the peo- 
ple. Every action of theirs seeims to prove that * fear 
jfulness hath surprised the hypocrites.” They have 
| prayed that the Lord would send down judgments upon 
the people; and Mrs. ‘T———, in one of her prayers 
used language like the following :--‘* O Lord, trouble 
ithe people ; trouble them in their sleep, trouble them 
,in their visions, trouble them while about their work 
itrouble them at their meals,’ &e. &c. What a com- 
| parison between this language and that of the angel! 
| ** Fear not; for behold I bring you glad tidings.” And 
strange as it may appear, yet it is a fact, that they have 
embraced opportunities to enforce their doctrines, ever 
at the expense of the feelings of a dear mother, whose 
{two amiable sons lay dead before her. O! may that 
Religion which breathes ** peace on earth, and good 
will to men’ actuate every soul, and cause us to miti- 
gate the sorrows of the afflicted and bind up the broken 
hearted. RICHARDS, 








* * Let your women keep silence in the churches ; 
for it is not permitted unto them to speak; but the, 
are commanded to be under obedience, as also saith th: 
law. And if they will learn any thing, let them ask 
their husbands at home ; for it is a shame for women t, 
* Let the 
‘women learn in silence with all subjection. But | 
|suffer not a woman to teach, nor to usurp anthority 
over the man, but to be insilence,” i Tim. ii. 11, 12. 
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shy 
Buy the Truth, and sell it not.” 


So says Solomon. Reader, the (ru/h is fast wearing 
off the gloss and tinsel which errow has for so long a 
time been clothed with. The detormity of the beasé is 
now becoming more and more visible ; and the worship- 
pers of the beast, either start back with horror et the 
sight, and embrace the truth, or they are enraged at 
the exposure of the ugly features of the Lama of their 
adoration, and vent their rage on those, who have strip- 
ped the garments from the idol, and left him naked and 
scorched beneath the burning rays of truth. 

** Buy the truth.’ Give in exchange all your pre-- 
judices and partialities. Remember, that the spring is 
deep. Dig for it, as for hidden treasures. Let no ob- 
stacles, however dear to you, prevent the purchase, 
** Pluck ont your eye! Cut off your hand!” You had 
better enter into the life of salvation--enjoy the peace 
which proceeds from the belief of the (ruth, without 
your present friends, whose friendship is purchased at 
the expense of your soul’s best health and happiness, 
than to pay the forfeit, and sufler the stings of a goad- 
\ing couseience—-the reproaches of neglected duty-— 
the miserable consolation of undermining the founda- 
tion of your own (present) peace, to prop the erazy tot- 
tering fabric of another’s mistaken welfare ! 

* Sellal not/?? Depend upon it, the bargain will be 
an unprofitable one. Grasp this inestimable treasure 
with your right hand. Hold it Gr as you would hold 
ou heaven! Look aeither to the right hand nor to the 
left. Your course is straight forward. With an eye 
fixt as fate—a march steady as time—-and a purpose 
iirm ae the pillars of creation, rush to the goal ; nor 
turn your back, but bid an eternal farewe)l to errer. in 
all its concomitant and delasive appearances. 
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The Rev. Joseph P. Tessenden’s Sermon. 


ACCORDINGLY as we promised on page 171.—We now 
h Mr. PeESsSeENDEN 


; } ° P : 5 we hices 
vroceed to notice the reasoning whi 


denends on for the support of the doctrine of Calvinis- 


election. Following what we last quoted from his 
i non he favs 
‘ [faving thus stated the doctrine, we proceed 


’ ¢ 


Do prove it. 
| The doctrine of clection may be 
proved from the divine foreknowledge. 

* ft is evident from the mere light of nature, that God 
nnows ali things p ast, present, and to come. tis im- 
possible that a B ing of infinite wistom should com- 
mence a system of operations, and not know what he 
was going todo. If the Deity does not know all events, 
before they take place, then be may increase in knowl. 
edge, and be wiser to day, than he was yesterday—-If 
(,od does not certainly foreknow all thia:s, then he 
may not only, from time to time, discover things that 
sre new, but misjudge in his arrangements, and be de- 
f-ated in his purposes. But the bible puts this matter 
at rest. * Known unto God are all his works from the 
beginning of the world.’ It is then a settled point, 
that he must have known from eternity, every event 
that would take place. God therefore knows who will 
be saved. From eternity, he viewed the whole race of 
ruan, from the fall of Adam to the general judgment, 
and knew the precise number, that would at last enter 
into his kingdoin. He knew exactly how many. of the 
human family would be received into heaven; and he 
knew this with absolute certainty, We say he knew 
with certainty ; for there is nothing else that deserves 
the name of knowledge, but what is certain. God did 
not know, how many and who would probably be sav- 
ed, but how many and who would certainly be saved. 
Absolutely to foreknow a mere contingency is impossi- 
ble. To know who might be saved, and who might 
not be saved, is to know “nothing about it. C ertainly 
to know that a thing will be, and certainly to know 
that it may not be, is the same thing, as certainly to 
know, and not certainly to know, at the same time, 
which is palpable absurdity. It must therefore be con- 
ceded, that God certainly knew the precise number of 
those, who would be saved. But how could this cer- 
tainly be known, unless it were a determined event ? 
If it were not determined, it was not certain. And if 
it were not certain, it could not be known. Let any 
one look at this, with an unprejudiced mind, and we 
believe he must say, the doctrine of election is true. 
liow could God know from etervity how many would 
be saved, unless he determined to save precisely that 
number? In eternity there was no being in existence 
but God. He was alone and when he existed alone, 
he certainly knew just how smany persons would exist, 
and how many would be saved. But from whom did 
he obtain this knowledge? Not from any other being, 
for there was no other. And aot from himself, unless 
he had determined to save them. For if he had not 
determined to save them, he could not have known, 
that they would be saved. It is just as certain there- 
fore, that God determined from eternity, who would be 
as that he knew from eternity who would be 


conclusively 
« 


saved, 
saved.” 


Ir is worthy of notice, that the advocate for the doc- 


trine of Calvinistic electi n, 19 proving that doctrine 


by ihe dis ine forekiowle is under no necessity of 


passing threvgh different inet sofargumentation. He 


does not show how any objections against the doctrme 


removed by applying his argument of 


are weakened, or f 


divine foreknowledge to the subjeci ; nor does he fine 
t! at his ure 


proposition of the divine 


it necessary to show 
ossible.-and from 


foreknowledge makes his doctrine | 
+ 


this success proceed to show, by the same proposition, 
et his doctrine is placed within the 
bili ; but he boldly 


pen hoe that his doctiine ‘* may 


bounds of proba- 
advances to his grand result, by 
be conclusively prov- 
ed from the divine foreknowledge.” 
We sh 
as this, 
derstanding of our re 
ry. However, as it ts evident that ) 


' vv & ©. OP I = 
ali not oer Maly remarks on such rec 


soning 
ecause.we haye too good an opinion of the un- 
aders, to belicve it to be necessa- 


Tr. Fessenden is ¢o 


{much in the dark as to think his 


| 
| 


' 


c 
| 
| 


} person will see at once, 


rsame situation, 











'ed them to lore one another 
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argument conclusive, 
it is reasonable to suppose that others may be in the 
‘Therefore it may be necessary to say 
enough to convince such minds, that in room of conclu- 
sive proof from the divine foreknowledge, of the doc- 
irine of election, there is not even the shadow of proof 
| from this proporiiion, that one individual of the human 

amily wi ‘I exist in a future state. The argument does 


y to prove that one soul of Adam’s posterity 


not app! 
will be ae py hereafter, or miserable. Every rational 
that any other) roposition that 
might be stated could be as well supported as the one 
to which he has applied his argument. 

Let it be allowed, for we have no disposition to dis® 
pute if, that the divine Bemg knew all events from 
that John 
Calvin’s notion Why? Be- 
cause that notion is false, that is, as we believe. But 
Mr. Fessenden takes his doctrine for granted, and then 
conclusively proves it by the divine foreknowledge! 
Let us turn the table round. The argument then ap- 
plies thus ; the doctrine of election is false. How can 
we prove it false? Answer, by the divine foreknowl- 
edge. God from ete rnity knew it was false, and he 
could not know that it was false if it were true. Will 
Mr. Fessenden acknowledge that this is good argument? | m 
No, surely he wiil not. But why? Becanse he says 
the doctrine of election is true, anc therefore God must 
have know it was from eternity! But to meet him on 
his own ground, we say his doctrine is false, and we 


that he knew 
is true? No. 


elernity. Does this prove 


of election 


prove it to be so, by saying that God knew it was false 
from all eternity, which he could not do, if the doctrine 
be true. 

Would Mr. Fessenden be willing to allow the Uni- 
versalist to reason as he does, and say, that the doc- 
trine of Universal Salvation may be conclusively prov- 
ed by the divine foreknowledge? Why may we not 
be allowed to reason in this way, as well as a Calvinist? 
Why may we not say, that God knew from all eternity 
how many would be saved, and therefore knew that all 
would he saved? All the ground there is for his rea- 
soning is the proposition, that a part only are to be fi- 
nally saved.. But this proposition is the thing in dis- 
pute ; and we have as good a right, to say the least, to 
state our side of the argument as a matter of fact, and 
reason accordingly, as he has to manage in his way. 

Enough has been said to satisfy any candid reader, 
that the reasoning of Mr. Fessenden, from the fore- 
knowledge of God falls entirely short of effecting the 
object of this argument, or of having any proper appli- 
cation toit. But he has attempted to prove his doc- 
trine from the scriptures ; and we shall, as soon as con- 
venient, c:deavour to show, that the scriptures, which 
he has adduced, are wrongfully applied, when used to 
support the doctrine of Calvinistic election, as is the di- 
vine foreknowledge in the use he has made of it. 
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REPLY, 

To a request from a brother, who has been educated 
in the Episcopal religion and formularies. He desires 
to know our mind respecting ordinances, and particu- 
arly respecting the right of ordination. 

As to ordinances we draw a remark from Col. ii. 20, 
21, ** Wherefore, if ye be dead with Christ from the ru- 
diments of the world, why, as though living in the world, 
are ye subject to ordinances, after the commandments 
and doctrines of men?” Itis worthy of observation that 
priests in all ages have been extremely tenacious of or- 
dinances, and have spared no pains to subject the peo- 
ple to them, because it was by such means that they 
could hold the rule of the people in their oven hands, as 
none but priests could Jawfuily administer these impos- 
ing ordinances. 
authorifwthese ordinances are imposed ? 

The blessed founder of our religion never imposed 
any ordinances on his disciples. He strictly command- 
end to love their enemies, 


But we do wisely to inquire by what 
A. | j 





‘ 


but he never commanded them to observe outward or- 
dinances. As Jesus said to the scribes and pharisees ; 
‘+ Man was not made for the sabbath, but the sabbath 
was made for man.”? That is, the sabbath was made 
for the service and benefit of man, and not to subject 
him toa burden and inconvenience; so all th¢ ordi- 
nances which we observe should be for our conrenience 
and not an imposed burden. If we celebrate the suf- 
ferings and death of our Lord by use of the supper, so 
called, let it be done, not because the divine master 
commanded it, for we cannot clearly prove that he did 
command it, but with the same freedom as we celebrate 
e birth day of our nation’s independence, and with 
Sut never let 







milar sentiments of joy and gratitude. 
this or any other outward ordinance be set up as a con- 
dition or bond of christian fellowship. Before we would 
consent to any such use of ordinance, we would re- 
nounce the observance of all ordinances under heaven. 

As to the notion, that ordination into the ministry 
must be in the Episcopal order or not according to 
scripture, Jet our brethren of that order prove it, and 
then we will apply to them for ordination. ‘The order 
called Episcopal is an order which dissented from the 
Roman Catholic, and if they are the regular line from 
the apostles, they are also from the catholics. The Re- 

man Catholics are therefore as much of the apostolic 
order as the Episcopals, to say the least, h ving the 
precedency. Now if they, the Episcopals, can justify 
their dissenting from the Catholic church, then we will 
justify ourselves in dissenting from them, or any other 
order in which we were educated. 

But it may be asked, how we can maintain that our 
ordinations have the sanction of scripture ? Answer, 
beeause they are according to the laws of the country 
in which we live. See Rom. xiii. 1, ** Let every soul 
be subject unto the higher powers ; for there is no pow- 
er but of God’; the powers that be are ordained of 
God.’ Our ordinations having the countenance and 
approbation of the Jaws of our country, are according 
to the apostle’s strict commandment. God has called 
us unto liberty, he has given us a free government, let 
us not become slaves to ordinances nor to priestcraft, 
on tbe one hand; and on the other, let us be cautious 
that we use not our liberty as an occasion to the flesh, 
but by love serve one another. 








MARRIED, 
In this town, 3d inst. Mr. George Dodd, merchant, 
of Charleston, S. C. to Miss Sarah Gerry, of this town. 
Mr. Charles Flagg to Miss Isabella Foster. 
In Salem, Mr. Thomas Driver to Miss Mehitable 


Luscomb. Mr. Francis M. Russell to Miss Ann Wil- 
liston. 
bene =e aes nd 
DIED, 


In this town, Miss Harriet Harris, aged 30, second 
daughter , he late Jonathan Harris, Esq. 

Daniel, son of Mr. William Durant, 3 years. 

On a ie last, Mrs. Sarah, wife of Mr. John Wil- 
son, pilot, 40. 

Mr. Patrick Clark, 42.— Widow Flizabeth May, 76. 

Mrs. Priscilla West, 73, relict of the late Rev. Dr. 
West, pastor of the chireh in Hollis-street. 

In Medford, at his seat, the Hon. Timothy Bigelow, 
aged 55. 

In New-York, Mrs. Abigai] Harris, 5&, formerly of 
Boston. 

In West Springfield. Mrs. Elizabeth, relict of the late 
Josepb Lathrop, D. D. 35. 

In Cincinnati, Ohio, on the 15th ult. Mr. Joseph Ma- 
son, a late member, and deacon, of the First Indepen- 
dent Church of Christ, cz Hed Universalist, in this city. 
We are informed that he died “ a firm believer in the 
truth, and with the happy assurance of a glorious 
change.” 
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A S CALM ADDRIUSS to the believers and advocates 
LE of endless misery; designed for the benefit of the 
Youth—by Davin Pickurine, Pastor of the First Uni- 
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POETS’ CORNER. 





From the N. If. Patriot. 


AAAS 


Alas! how unstable are all things on carth. 


Aas! how unstable are all things on earth ; 

low fleeting the prospects which dawn at our birth! 
@ur joys and our sorrows alternately reign, 

And extatic pleasure oft gives way {o pain. 


Enjoyments of Youth, like the odours of spring, 
Regale every sense and expand every wing ; 

In the morning we grasp every phantom in flight, 
But meet disappointment long ere it is night. 


As we pass on the journey of life’s thorny maze, 
Allured by fortune’s delusive displays. - 

On the pinions ef hope we incessantly press, 
And strain every nerve to elude our distress. 


Around us we view many rolling in wealth, 
Some sparkling with beauty and blooming in health ; 


But where, (let me ask)-is there one that draws breath, 


Secure from disease, or exempted from death ? 


Oar dearest connexions are summon’d above ; 
Our children, the pledges of conjugal iove, 

In rapid succession, remove to that bourne, 
From whence they will never—mno, never return, 


°Tis a solemn reflection—it fills us with dread, 

That we must soon follow our friends who are dead! 
‘There bosoms ere long must inhale their last breath, 
And the eyes which now sparkle be closed in death. 


But why thus indulge in a theme overspread 
With gloomy forebodings concerning the dead, 
Since the gospel dispels all appearance of gloom, 
And light all immortal breaks in on the tomb? 


The scriptures in triumph announce to the world 
The Saviour arisen with banners unfurl’d, 

And the promise of life to the dust in the urn 
Serene as the radiant Justre of morn. 
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From the London Universalist Miscellany. 
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TRUST IN GOD. 
* Consider the Ravens..°—Luke xii. 24. 


Curuist Jesus, our Lord, our teacher and king, 
Those comforting words we thankfully sing ; 
May we as from heaven thy counsel receive, 
Consider the Kavene, and learn to believe. 


Whatever distress or want may betide, 

The God of all grace will for us provide. 
Thou in his great name hast taught us to say, 
Consider the Ravens whenever you pray. 


They sow not, nor reap, nor gather in store, 
Have nothing to keep, yet never are poor, 
if God in the heavens made nothing in vain, 
Consider the Ravens, and never complain. 


Your want may be great, and friends may be few, 
Yet on him still wait, whatever you do ; 

To God our great Father continue to call, 
Consider the Rayens, and trust him for all. 


Look up to his throne, nor ever despair, 

But thankfully own his fatherly care ; 

Our Jehovah-jireh forever adore, 

Consider the Ravens, and doubt him no mere. 


O doubt not his care, his truth, nor his love, 
Which kindly all share, and constantly prove, 
When you against Heaven to murmur begin, 
Consider the Ravens, and blush for your sin, 


Still, Lord, while from home a pilgrim I stay, 
Thy bounty bestow, thy kindness display. 
To God in Christ Jesus I'll lift up my voice, 
Consider tke Ravens, and always rejoice, 
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From the N. Y. Gospel Herald. 
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THO’ IN THE MONTH OF MAY 


O GRAGE! what mortal tongue can style 
Thy beauties, or display 
How far surpassing nature’s smile, 
Tho’ in the month of May? 
Thy empire fills the boundless space 
Of God’s eternal love, 
Fix’d wpon Christ, the lasting base, 
That never can remove. 
Springs of salvation bless the plan 
That love eternal laid ; 
The Spirit’s breezes softly fan 
The beauties of the shade. 
No lightnings dart their fiery rage, 
Nor awful thaiders play ; 
But love divine gil!s every page, 
And points to exdles¢ day. 
Here every sweet, and every grace, 
In full perfection shine ; 
Here peace and righteousness cwbrace, 
And truth and mercy twine, 
O heavenly scene, where pleasure flows ! 
In thee there never fails 
The peerless grace of Sharon's rose, 
And lily of the vales. 
Thy cooling shade be my retreat, 
Thy beauties cheer my sight, 
Till I my dear Redeemer meet 
In blissful realms of light. Dw I. 
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FOR TUE MAGAZINE, 


“we 
To the Editor of the Unirersalisi Magazine, 

I HAVE for sometime been a constant reader of your 
interesting paper, and can with confidence say, that the 
sentiments which it breathes, are, in my estimation, 
more consonant with the perfections and justice of God, 
than many of the chimeras of Calvin, and many other 
reformers that could be named. The odious doctrine 
of Predestination, Election, &c. which are the ostensi- 
ble tenets of Calvinists, you have exposed and painted 
in their true colours; and there is but little doubt but 
the God-like doctrine of Universal Benevolence will, 
eveniually triumph over superstition and folly. Must 
the whole human race or the greater part of them be 
doomed by an unalterable decree, to the flames of eter- 
nal misery, because a man and a woman ate an apple 
six thousand years ago? I think no one in his senses 
can conscientiously answer in the affirmative. Such 
doctrine makes God a hater of souls, instead of a bene 
ficent Father, who careth for his children. The doc- 
trine held by Calvin, if believed to its full extent, is, 
in my opinion, well calculated to encourage vice in- 


stead of virtue. If the decree is passed upon all men! 


without any foresight of good works, &c. what prospects 

have we to do good? None. Why then, should we 

cherish principles which are unnecessary ? Calvinism 

is, absolutely, inconsistent with itself, and never can be 

reconciled with the goodness and justice of the allwise 

and eternal =e of universal nature. ORIGEN, 
Concord, N. C. April 24, 1821. 


ee ee eee 





A certain deacon, whose name is of no consequence, 
declared in company, that sooner than be saved by the 
doctrine of Universal Salvation, which brought allon an 


equal footing before God, he would take his chance of 


one in a thousand. Did the tender charities of life take 
up their abode with hin?—™. Y. Gos. Herald. 
eeEEeE—— 

Is not that system the best which results in the great- 
est happiness of those whom it affects? 

If the Devil and his works will both be destroyed 
agreeably to scripture, what cause will produce such an 
effect as an endless hell? \s4t not better to say that 
the suffering ceases, when the cause, sin, ceases; and 
that then, as there shall be no more pain, all will either 
be saved from their sins, agreeably to Mat. iii, 21, o1 


that they will be annihilated ?—7). 
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TO CUR SUBSCRIBERS. 


Tre Publisher of the Universalist Magazine, res- 





— eee 


pectfully begs leave to remind his friends who have po- 
litely favoured bim with their patronage, that POUR 
more numbers will complete the Second Volume, and 
he hopes that the lmpertance of the truth, which this 
ate and defend, wil] induce a 
Should it 
however, be the wish of any of the present Subscribers 
to discontinue their subscription at the close of the 2d 
volume, they are requested to signify their intentions to 


work is engaged to propeg 
{ continuance of the same lberal setronage ‘ 


the publisher without delay. We would offer our grate- 
ful acknowledgements to all those who have comphed 
with the terms of the Maguzine, and earnestly request 
those who are yet in arrears, to ferward the amount of 
their subscriptions immediately, which will better ena- 
ble us to go on with the work in which we are engaged, 
and they may rest assured that no exertions, which an 
ardent solicitude for the prosperity of Zion, by the dis- 
semination ef the éruth as it is in Jesus, shall be want- 
ing to continue this publication, a medium of religious 
pleasure and instruction. 
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SUMMARY OF INTELLIGENCE. 
waenw 
Fire.—A farm house, &c. was destroyed the 27th 
ult. in Hardy county, Virginia, in which fifteen horses 
were consumed—one worth $3000. 


The Coronation of George Vth. is fixed for the 19th 
of June. 


In a cause Jately tried in London, in which the Times 
newspaper was a party, one of the clerks in the estab- 
lishment stated in his testimony, that with their press 
machinery they could strike off Jifly papers in one min- 
ule. ‘The most which can be done by the best presses 
in America, is eight ina minutle, 


The Portuguese Cortes have abolished all pensions, 
gratuities, perquisites, &c. which are not established by 
laws or decrees. ‘They have also directed the regency 
to reduce the public expenditure as far as possible. 


Samuel E, Smith, EF sq. of Wiscasset, has been ap- 
pointed Chief Justice of the C. C. C. Pleas, for the sec- 
ond eastern circuit in Maine, vice Hon. Nathan W eston, 
Jr. promoted to the bench of the Supreme Court. 


The late Robert Correy, Esq. among other legacies, 
has bequeathed to the-Orphan Acsylum of Philadelphia, 
the sum of $4000; to the First Presbyteri: an Church, 
in aid of their poor funds, $2000 ; to the Bible Society, 
$1000 ; and to the Peunsyly ania Hospital ¢ $500. 


The English Classical School, in this town, is now in 
operation. 

The workmen repairing the house of Mr. Vreeland, 
at Communipaw, N. J. found a few days since a Pot, 
containing 1200 Spanish dollars, which, from their ap- 
pearance, had Jain there many years. 

On Saturday last, (says the Baltimore Patriot,) the 
heads of a family, living near the Monunient, on the 
battle ground, near North Point, being absent, the chil- 
ren handling a loaded gun, it accidentally discharged, 
and killed one of them. 
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To Correspondents. 
“*W. D. D” is informed that his lines are not admis- 
sible, being of a political nature. Several communica- 
tions received and will be attended to. 








DIED, 

In Charlestown, on Sunday morning after a distress- 
ing illness, Mrs. Martha Russell, the amiable consort ot’ 
Philemon R. Russell, Esq. she supported through life 
the character of an affectionate wife, a tender mother, 
and faithful friend. Her loss will be long felt by her 
friends, to whom she was endeared by every tie of 
friendship to her husband and children, it is irreparable. 
She met death with fortitude and resignation, a firm be- 
liever in thé’ doctrine of God’s universal goodness—she 
was perfectly resigned to the will of Providence, and 
yielded up her life without asigh, and fell asleep in the 
arms of Jesus. 
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